Sweetwater Union High School District
Office of Equity, Culture, and Support Services
SWEETWATER 1130 Fifth Avenue, Chula Vista CA 91911
619.407.4920 FAX 619.407.4982

MEMORANDUM TO: Karen Janney, Ed.D.

MEMORANDUM FROM: Joe Fulcher, Ph.D.

DATE: January 8, 2015

SUBJECT: Student Transfer Descriptions (Expulsions and Suspensions)

Please find below an overview of actions typically considered during disciplinary proceedings and their
respective education codes. These descriptors should be attached to the memorandum titled ‘Student
Transfer Descriptions” that was forwarded to Board Trustees on December 18, 2015. Please recall that
information regarding student transfer rules was previously requested and suspension/expulsion
definitions were inadvertently left off the memo.

EC 48925. Definitions
Suspension from school means removal of a student from ongoing instruction for adjustment purposes.
However, suspension does not mean any of the following:

1. Reassignment to another education program or class at the same school where the student will
receive continuing instruction for the length of day prescribed by the Governing Board for
students of the same grade level

2. Referral to a certificated employee designated by the principal to advise students

3. Removal from the class, but without reassignment to another class or program, for the remainder
of the class period without sending the student to the principal or designee as provided in
Education Code 48910. Removal from a particular class shall not occur more than once every
five school days

Expulsion means removal of a student from the immediate supervision and control, or the general
supervision, of school personnel.

EC 48911. Suspension by the principal of the school, the principal's designee, or the district
superintendent of schools

(a) The principal of the school, the principal's designee, or the district superintendent of schools may
suspend a pupil from the school for any of the reasons enumerated in Section 48900, and pursuant to
Section 48900.5, for no more than five consecutive schooldays.

(Mandatory recommendation)
EC 48915. Expulsion; particular circumstances

(c) The principal or superintendent of schools shall immediately suspend, pursuant to Section 48911,
and shall recommend expulsion of a pupil that he or she determines has committed any of the following
acts at school or at a school activity off school grounds:

1. Possessing, as verified by a district employee, selling or otherwise furnishing a firearm, unless
the student had obtained prior written permission to possess the item from a certificated school
employee, with the principal or designee's concurrence.
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2. Brandishing a knife as defined in Education Code 48915(g), at another person

3. Unlawfully selling a controlled substance listed in Health and Safety Code 11053-11058

4. Committing or attempting to commit a sexual assault or committing a sexual battery as defined
in item #14 under "Grounds for Suspension and Expulsion"

5. Possessing an explosive as defined in 18 USC 921

Explosive means a destructive device and includes, but is not limited to, any explosive, incendiary or
poison gas bomb, grenade, rocket having a propellant charge of more than four ounces, missile having
an explosive or incendiary charge of more than one-quarter ounce, mine or similar device. A destructive
device includes any other type of weapon (except a shotgun or shotgun shell recognized by the United
States Secretary of Army as suitable for sporting purposes) which might be converted to project an
explosive. (18 USC 921)

Suspension and expulsion also may be imposed upon a first offense if the superintendent or principal
determines that the student violated items 1-5 listed in "Grounds for Suspension and Expulsion" above
or if the student's presence causes a danger to persons or property or threatens to disrupt the instructional
process. (Education Code 48900.5)

A student may be suspended from school for not more than 20 school days in any school year unless, for
purposes of adjustment, the student enrolls in or is transferred to another regular school, an opportunity
school or continuation school or class, in which case suspension shall not exceed 30 days in any school
year. However, this restriction on the number of days ofﬁsuspension does not apply when the suspension
is extended pending an expulsion (Education Code 48903, 48911, 48912).

(Suspended Expulsion)
EC 48917. Suspension of order to expel; rehabilitation program; expungement of records; filing
of appeal

(a) The governing board, upon voting to expel a pupil, may suspend the enforcement of the expulsion
order for a period of not more than one calendar year and may, as a condition of the suspension of
enforcement, assign the pupil to a school, class, or program that is deemed appropriate for the
rehabilitation of the pupil. The rehabilitation program to which the pupil is assigned may provide for the
involvement of the pupil's parent or guardian in his or her child's education in ways that are specified in
the rehabilitation program. A parent or guardian's refusal to participate in the rehabilitation program
shall not be considered in the governing board's determination as to whether the pupil has satisfactorily
completed the rehabilitation program.

(b) The governing board shall apply the criteria for suspending the enforcement of the expulsion order
equally to all pupils, including individuals with exceptional needs as defined in Section 56026.

(c) During the period of the suspension of the expulsion order, the pupil is deemed to be on
probationary status.

(d) The governing board may revoke the suspension of an expulsion order under this section if the pupil
commits any of the acts enumerated in Section 48900 or violates any of the district's rules and
regulations governing pupil conduct. When the governing board revokes the suspension of an expulsion
order, a pupil may be expelled under the terms of the original expulsion order.



(e) Upon satisfactory completion of the rehabilitation assignment of a pupil, the governing board shall
reinstate the pupil in a school of the district and may also order the expungement of any or all records of
the expulsion proceedings.

(f) A decision of the governing board to suspend an expulsion order does not affect the time period and
requirements for the filing of an appeal of the expulsion order with the county board of education
required under Section 48919. Any appeal shall be filed within 30 days of the original vote of the
governing board.



